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This appendix provides agency comments received on the Pyramid Highway/US 395 Connection Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) during the 30-day comment 
period (June 29, 2018 through July 30, 2018). Responses are provided beside each comment. No public comments on the Final EIS were received. 
 
 

Comment No. Page No. 
 
Comment # 1:  Connell Dunning, Environmental Protection Agency .................................................................... 1 
Comment # 2:  Katrina Krause, Wildlife Biologist, BLM Carson City District Office ............................................ 4 
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Comment 

No. Comment Response 
1 
 

Comment # 1: Connell Dunning, Environmental Protection Agency Responses to discrete comments in this letter are provided on the following pages.   
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Comment 
No. Comment Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1a 
 
 
 
 

1b 
 
 

1c 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1d 
 
 
 

1e 
 

Comment #1 (continued) Comment #1a Response: As future project phases move into the final design phase, 
FHWA, NDOT, and RTC will coordinate with the USACE regarding jurisdictional status of 
wetlands, wetland impacts, and mitigation measures. A jurisdictional wetland delineation 
will be conducted prior to construction as part of the Section 404 permit process. NDOT will 
seek a permit or permit compliance concurrence from the USACE. All terms and conditions 
of the Section 404 permit will be adhered to. 
 
Comment #1b Response: FHWA, NDOT, and RTC will include EPA in USACE 
coordination if wetland impacts are found to be significantly larger than disclosed in the 
FEIS. Also see response to Comment #1a.  
 
Comment #1c Response: Your comment recommending integration of “green 
infrastructure” into the project design where feasible has been noted, and green 
infrastructure will be considered during final design, including specific stormwater design. 
The project is in compliance with stormwater permits, as discussed in Section 3.10 of the 
Final EIS. 
 
Comment #1d Response: NDOT and RTC will continue to work with affected EJ 
communities during project design and construction to mitigate visual, noise, and other 
impacts resulting from project implementation. This commitment is included in the 
mitigation measures listed in the ROD.  
 
Comment #1e Response: Noise barriers will be provided if desired by the affected 
communities, to mitigate traffic noise impacts near EJ neighborhoods.  This commitment is 
included in the mitigation measures listed in the ROD. The Selected Alternative would 
improve the efficiency of the existing transportation system by improving traffic congestion, 
thus reducing air emissions. Chapter 6.0 of the ROD lists mitigation measures that will help 
reduce MSAT emissions during and after construction. 
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1f 

Comment #1 (continued) Comment #1f Response: A copy of the signed ROD will be provided to EPA at the address 
requested. 
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Comment # 2: Katrina Krause, Wildlife Biologist, BLM Carson City 
District Office 
 
From: Krause, Katrina <kkrause@blm.gov> 
Date: Tue, Jul 10, 2018 at 1:47 PM 
Subject: Re: Pyramid Hwy FEIS for review 
To: Gerrit Buma <gbuma@blm.gov> 
Cc: Dean Tonenna <dtonenna@blm.gov>, Paul Fuselier <pfuselier@blm.gov>, 
Victoria Wilkins <vwilkins@blm.gov> 
 
New comments:  
Pg 3-222 last sentence: those dates should be March 1- August 31 to cover the whole 
nesting period of general migratory birds AND raptors. Same on pg 3-229, 2nd bullet. 
Search document for other places these dates are mentioned and correct. 
 
Otherwise, it appears they addressed my original comments very well.  
(o,o)   Katrina Krause 
(    \)   Wildlife Biologist 
 -"-"-   Carson City BLM District Office 
           Sierra Front Field Office    
           775-885-6155 
           kkrause@blm.gov 

Comment #2 Response: The mitigation measure listed under wildlife and special status 
species to avoid impacts to nesting birds in accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA), has been modified to indicate that a qualified biologist will conduct a nesting bird 
survey between March 1 and August 31 prior to each construction phase.  This change is 
reflected in Section 9.0 and in the Mitigation Summary table in the ROD. 
 

 


