
 Arlington Bridges Feasibility Study 

 Final Report-June2021 

 

Appendix B9  

Hazardous Materials 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 

Memorandum 

 
2485 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600 

Sacramento, CA 95833-2937 
United States 

T +1.916.920.0212 

www.jacobs.com 

This technical memorandum documents the hazardous materials assessment conducted for the Arlington 
Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe County.  

Hazardous materials could be encountered during construction.  Therefore, it is important to identify 
properties that may contain contamination prior to right-of-way acquisition and construction. Hazardous 
materials are defined as any waste product that is considered flammable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic. 
Hazardous materials can be found in various forms and can originate from a variety of sources.  
Examples of potential sites that may contain hazardous waste include, but are not limited to, landfills, 
service stations, industrial areas, railroad corridors, and mine sites. 

2. Project Description 
The Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) of Washoe County is conducting a feasibility and 
alternatives analysis to determine options for the rehabilitation or replacement of the two Arlington Avenue 
Bridges (Project) located across the Truckee River in downtown Reno, Nevada. The Project is located 
between Island Avenue and West First Street and includes the area of Wingfield Park.   

The Arlington Avenue bridges have served the community of Reno and provided access to Wingfield Park 
for nearly a century. The park, the Truckee River, and the surrounding area have evolved over that time, 
and the Arlington Avenue bridges have been widened, repaired, and modified in ways that met the needs 
of the community at the time. However, the bridges are showing signs of wear resulting from the variety of 
modifications made, their age, and the repeated exposure to flood events.  

In 2009, the City of Reno completed the TRAction Visioning Project which served as a component of the 
Truckee River Flood Management Project’s (TRFMP) master plan to provide improved safety along the 
Truckee River Corridor. The TRAction Project was partially a result of the 1997 and 2005 flood events and 
focused on looking for the best solutions for improved flood protection in downtown Reno. The two 
Arlington Avenue Bridges were analyzed as part of the TRAction Project.  

The TRAction Visioning Report suggested that the Arlington Avenue Bridges be replaced so they can 
better meet the flood conveyance needs, but the Report cautioned that the reconstruction of the structures 
would be complicated by the need to ensure pedestrian access. Two bridge options were considered as 
part of the TRAction Report; replacement with two new structures using a slightly higher deck elevation to 
keep flood waters in the channel; and replacement with a single structure spanning over the river and 
Wingfield Park allowing pedestrians to pass under the bridge. Constraints and impacts associated with 
these two alternatives were not developed in great detail.  

 

  

 

Subject 
 

Hazardous Materials, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe County, Nevada 

Attention Judy Tortelli / Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) 

From Dana Ragusa / Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. (Jacobs) 

Date October 26, 2020 

Copies to Jim Clarke / Jacobs 
Ken Greene / Jacobs 

 

http://www.jacobs.com/
kthomas3
Text Box
See Attachment A.



Hazardous Materials Assessment, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

 

2 AX0506191329PDX 

This Project aims to pick up where the TRAction Report ended by evaluating options to ensure continued 
public safety, to meet the needs of the community, and to provide additional flood conveyance for the 
Truckee River. 

3. Initial Site Assessment 
An assessment was performed to screen the subject property and surrounding area for sites with 
known or suspected recognized environmental conditions (RECs). RECs are the presence or likely 
presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property due to any 
release to the environment, under conditions indicative of a release to the environment, or under 
conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the environment.  

The assessment included a site reconnaissance, a review of regulatory database records, and review 
of available historic information. 

Right-of-way acquisitions are anticipated at the following properties:  

1. North of Island, east and west of Arlington, and south of 1st (Wingfield Park) 

2. SE corner of Arlington/First (City parcel) 

3. SE corner of Arlington/Island (Frisch House property) 

4. SW corner of Arlington/Island (Barbara Bennett Park) 

The vacant lot north of Court, east of Arlington, and south of Island would be used as a staging area 
during construction.  

3.1 Records Review 
Historic topographic maps of the subject property and surrounding area dated 1891, 1950, 1960, 1974, 
and 1980 were reviewed for this Project (see Attachment A). Railroads, major roadways, and 
development within the City of Reno were depicted on the 1891 topographic maps. The 1950 maps 
depict a significant increase in roadways and development. 

According to the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, there are no oil and gas wells located on the 
subject property or within one mile of the surrounding area.  

The Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) maintains regulatory records for registered 
sites. The NDEP on-line mapping was used to identify any potential RECs within ¼ mile of the subject 
property in the City of Reno. The following summarizes only those sites considered potential RECs that 
may or may not pose a risk to the proposed Project. The other listed sites fall in databases associated 
with permitting, air emissions, generators, storage tanks, etc. and are not discussed further since there 
have been no reported releases or violations and are not considered RECs.  

• City of Reno Redevelopment Agency: this site is located at West 2nd Street and Stevenson Street, 
less than ¼ mile northwest from the proposed improvements. This facility is listed in the Brownfields 
database. An investigation was conducted in May 2006 and closed in June 2006. Contamination at 
the site was unknown.    

• Mills Lane Justice Center: this site is located at 1 South Sierra Street, less than ¼ mile northwest 
from the proposed improvements. This facility is listed in the non-lust (non-leaking underground 
storage tank) database. A spill of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) was reported in August 2004 
and the event was closed in July 2018. 

• Granite Construction Company: This site is located at Arlington Avenue and Third Street, 
approximately ¼ mile north from the proposed improvements. This facility is listed in the non-lust 
database. A confirmed release was reported in 2004. Coordination was conducted with the NDEP 
and Washoe County Health District (WCHD) regarding the status of this site. Neither agency had 
records for this release.    
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• CAI Investments Inc.: This site is located at 291 Court Street, south of the proposed improvements 
on a site anticipated to be used as the construction staging area. This facility is listed in the non-lust 
database. A confirmed release was reported in April 2020. Impacted soil was discovered during 
removal of the heating oil underground storage tank (UST) on site. Soil samples were collected and 
are being analyzed for the presence of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and Polynuclear 
Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PNAs).  

• Winner’s Corner Store #27: This site is located at 350 S Arlington Avenue, approximately 900 feet 
south from the proposed improvements. This facility is located in the LUST database. A confirmed 
release was reported in December 1989. An UST used to store gasoline was released to the soil. 
This event was closed in February 1998.  

3.2 Site Reconnaissance  
A site reconnaissance was conducted in April 2019 to review the listed sites and any other sites that could be 
associated with RECs. The following summarizes the results of the site reconnaissance. The results of the 
listed sites reviewed during the site reconnaissance are discussed above in Section 3.1, Records Review.  

None of the properties anticipated to be acquired and no additional sites identified within the Project area are 
associated with RECs that would pose a risk to the proposed Project. 

4. Findings/Conclusions 
Four properties are anticipated to have property acquisitions as a result of the proposed improvements. In 
addition, one vacant lot is anticipated to be used as a staging area during construction. The proposed 
improvements would involve minimal excavation. This initial site assessment revealed evidence of one REC 
associated with the staging area that could pose a risk to the proposed Project. Section 3.1 summarizes the 
findings of the records review and the CAI Investment property where a release was reported. Impacted soil 
on this site is currently being tested for the potential presence of hazardous materials. 

5. Recommendations 
One REC site was observed that could pose a risk to the proposed Project. Construction personnel should 
be trained to recognize signs of possible contamination in soil such as odors and staining.  
 
The adjacent buildings and structures were not inspected for the possible presence of asbestos containing 
material (ACMs) or lead containing paint (LCP) since full property acquisitions are not anticipated for this 
proposed Project. However, the Arlington Avenue Bridge structure would be demolished as a result of the 
proposed Project. There could be potential utility conflicts as a result of the proposed improvements. Owners 
of subsurface utilities should be contacted in areas where excavation is to be conducted in order to assess 
whether any of the utilities are contained in Transite™ asbestos pipe. It is recommended that inspections for 
ACMs and LBP be conducted on structures, utilities, and guard rail that would be moved or impacted as a 
result of the proposed Project that may require special handling, and possibly lead paint and/or asbestos 
abatement in accordance with Nevada Department of Transportation 2014 Standard Specifications for Road 
and Bridge Construction.  
 
  



Hazardous Materials Assessment, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

 

5 AX0506191329PDX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 1 
Figures 

  

kthomas3
Text Box
A



Hazardous Materials Assessment, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

 

6 AX0506191329PDX 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 



§̈¦80 Project Area

Arlington Avenue Bridge

\\R
N

O
FI

L0
1\

D
at

a\
W

7Y
24

80
0 

Ar
lin

gt
on

 A
ve

 B
rid

ge
 F

ea
si

bi
lit

y 
S

tu
dy

\6
00

 E
N

G
R

 D
IS

C
\6

30
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l\G

IS
\M

ap
Fi

le
s\

00
_A

rli
ng

to
nA

ve
B

rid
ge

_P
ro

je
ct

Lo
ca

tio
n.

m
xd

 O
N

IS
KO

S
 7

/1
0/

20
19

 1
2:

48
:0

8 
P

M

0 0.50.25

MILES

BASE MAP SOURCE:LEGEND

±
DATE: 7/10/2019

!(

!(

Project Location

Reno

Las Vegas

Nevada

Service Layer Credits: Copyright:© 2013 National
Geographic Society, i-cubed
Esri, HERE, Garmin, © OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS user community

Project Location

Washoe County Nevada
Project Footprint - CAD 7/8/2019

FIGURE 1



H
az

ar
do

us
 M

at
er

ia
ls

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t, 

A
rli

ng
to

n 
A

ve
nu

e 
B

rid
ge

s 
Pr

oj
ec

t, 
W

as
ho

e 
C

ou
nt

y,
 N

ev
ad

a 

 6 
AX

05
06

19
13

29
PD

X
 

               

Th
is 

Pa
ge

 In
te

nt
io

na
lly

 L
ef

t B
la

nk
 



Hazardous Materials Assessment, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

 

5 AX0506191329PDX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 1 
Figures 

  

kthomas3
Text Box
B



Hazardous Materials Assessment, Arlington Avenue Bridges Project, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

 

6 AX0506191329PDX 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 












