
Meeting Date: 9/16/2022            

From: Dan Doenges, Director of Planning

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Reno Sparks Indian Colony (RSIC) for 
coordination on the preservation of an easement for potential construction of the Lemmon Valley-Spanish 
Springs Connector.

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION

In response to recent discussion regarding a potential Truckee Meadows Public Lands Management Act, 
both the RTC and RSIC are seeking to take a proactive and coordinated effort toward acquisition of land 
currently owned by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to facilitate expansion of the RSIC land 
holdings and preserve a future easement for the proposed Lemmon Valley-Spanish Springs Connector. 
The proposed MOU outlines the responsibilities of both parties should the Lands Act move forward.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with the MOU.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION

September 17, 2021 Approved the final report of the Lemmon Valley-Spanish Springs Connector 
Alignment Alternatives and Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study.

January 19, 2018 Acknowledged receipt of a report on the Washoe County Economic Development 
and Conservation Act.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and entered into by and 
between REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
(“RTC”) and RENO SPARKS INDIAN COLONY (“RSIC”), a sovereign nation under the Indian 
Reorganization Act, located at 34 Reservation Road, Reno, NV 89502. RTC and RSIC may be referred to 
collectively as the “Parties” and each a “Party.”

RECITALS

WHEREAS, RTC is interested in acquiring certain lands currently owned by the Bureau of Lands 
Management (the “BLM”), pursuant to the provisions of the Truckee Meadows Public Lands Management 
Act (the “Lands Act”), for right-of-way purposes for the potential construction of the Lemmon Valley – 
Spanish Springs Connector roadway (the “Connector”), as identified in Exhibit A attached hereto;

WHEREAS, RSIC is interested in acquiring via trust certain lands currently owned by BLM and 
adjacent to the existing RSIC, pursuant to the provisions of the Lands Act, as identified in Exhibit A attached 
hereto;

WHEREAS, in some instances RTC and RSIC desire to acquire the same lands currently owned by 
BLM, pursuant to the provisions of the Lands Act, and identified as Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APNs) 089-
010-20, 089-160-58, 080-710-14, 080-740-02, and 089-160-60 (collectively, the “Common Acquisition 
Lands”);  

WHEREAS, pursuant to this MOU, the RTC agrees not to pursue the acquisition of any interest in 
the Common Acquisition Lands, pursuant to the provisions of the Lands Act, in exchange for RSIC granting 
RTC, at no cost, a limited interest in the Common Acquisition Lands necessary and convenient for RTC to 
secure the right-of-way for and to complete the construction of the Connector in the Common Acquisition 
Lands.  

COVENANTS

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions herein contained, the 
Parties agree as follows:

1. Responsibilities of RSIC.

1.1 RSIC agrees to coordinate with RTC to identify a preferred alignment alternative and 
roadway corridor for the Connector within the Common Acquisition Lands.  To the extent the Common 
Acquisition Lands are owned by or held in trust for RSIC, RSIC will permit an easement, at no cost to 
RTC, all lands necessary and convenient for RTC to construct the Connector within the roadway corridor 
identified in the preferred alignment in the Common Acquisition Lands. 

 
2. Responsibilities of RTC. 

2.1 In consideration of RSIC’s agreement to dedicate lands necessary for the RTC to construct 
the Connector, RTC will withdraw its request to acquire any interest in the Common Acquisition Lands 
pursuant to the Lands Act.  
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2.2 RTC will coordinate with RSIC to refine selection of a preferred alignment alternative and 
roadway corridor for the Connector, through the appropriate processes, including any applicable requirements 
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

3. Responsibilities of the Parties. 

3.1 RTC and RSIC will work together to determine the appropriate transactional documents and 
approvals necessary to effectuate the easement of the RSIC lands necessary and convenient to construct the 
Connector, and will agree on a schedule for any and all steps necessary to complete the easement on such 
RSIC lands.

3.2 RTC and RSIC shall at all times cooperate for the purposes of fulfilling their obligations 
pursuant to this MOU and shall share information as appropriate and necessary to fulfill such purposes, 
including but not limited to any notices received from any governmental or regulatory body concerning any 
activities that may affect the performance of any Party to the MOU.

4. Term and Termination. This MOU shall be in effect for the term of the date of last signing until such 
time when RTC has completed construction of the Connector, unless it is determined that construction of the 
roadway is no longer feasible or desired by RTC.   
 
5. Notices. Any notice or other communication required or permitted to be given to the other party shall 
be in writing and shall be deemed to have been properly given and effective:  (a) on the date of delivery, if 
delivered in person during recipient’s normal business hours; or (b) on the date of delivery, if delivered by 
courier, express mail service or first-class mail, registered or certified, return receipt requested.  Such notice 
shall be sent or delivered to the respective addresses given below, or to such other address as either party shall 
designate by written notice given to the other party as follows:

To RTC:
Bill Thomas, Executive Director
Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County
1105 Terminal Way
Reno, NV 89502
E-mail: bthomas@rtcwashoe.com

To RSIC:
Reno Sparks Indian Colony
34 Reservation Road
Reno, NV 89502
Attn: Chairman Arlan Melendez 

6. Independent Entities.  Party recognizes that each is an independent entity and agrees that no Party 
shall be liable for any other Party’s contracts, obligations, torts, or any action of the other Party’s 
representatives. Neither Party shall be liable for the other Party’s contracts, obligations, torts or any action 
of the other Party’s representatives. Neither party shall be responsible for the legal and/or contractual 
obligations related to employees of the other Party. Each Party shall be solely responsible for all state and 
federal laws pertaining to employment taxes, income withholding, unemployment compensation 
contributions and other related employment related statutes. 
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7. Entire Agreement, Modifications.  This MOU contains the entire understanding between the parties 
with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous agreements and 
understandings, express or implied, oral or written, with respect to the subject matter of this MOU and the 
Agreement.  This MOU may not be altered, modified or amended except in writing and with the signature of 
all parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this MOU to be duly executed as of the dates set 
forth below.

RENO SPARKS INDIAN COLONY

By: ___________________________________________ 
Date

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
OF WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA

By: ____________________________________________
             Date



Exhibit A


