
 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 20, 2022 AGENDA ITEM 7.2 
 
From: Bill Thomas, Executive Director 
  
 
 
Monthly update/messages from RTC Executive Director Bill Thomas on federal matters related to 
the RTC – no action will be taken on this item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT 
 

A. Written report prepared by Cardinal Infrastructure and Thompson Coburn 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Federal Update for the Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County 
Prepared by Cardinal Infrastructure and Thompson Coburn 
May 20, 2022 Board Meeting 
Prepared May 16, 2022 
  
Fiscal Year 2023 Budget/Appropriations 
Appropriations hearings are ongoing in May, with the expectation that projects advanced to Committee are 
announced by the end of the month. If a project ends up in Committee, it has a 50/50 chance of receiving 
funding. House Appropriations Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) said as she left a closed-door meeting with her 
counterparts, “to look to getting the top lines within the next couple of weeks.” The House Appropriations 
Committee plans to mark up all 12 spending bills in June, with floor action likely to follow in July. The Senate 
spending panel has yet to map out a markup schedule. 
 
Transportation workforce issues were front and center when Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg testified 
before the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee in early May.  
 
Although the nominal subject of the hearing was the fiscal 2023 budget request for USDOT, Senators used the 
opportunity to ask Buttigieg about whatever they wanted to hear about. And they did – but since there were 
rarely more than three or four Senators in the room at any one time, the same question was asked by multiple 
Senators on multiple occasions. 
 
Buttigieg made it clear that workforce issues were being heavily discussed at DOT and that his office is working 
to expand the available labor pool by providing training to get more truckers, pilots, and bus drivers in the 
pipeline.  
 
Department of Transportation  
DOT is brimming with cash and directives for how to spend it handed out by the recent infrastructure law, even 
as all but two of the subagencies it directs are without a confirmed top leader. Of DOT’s nine departments, seven 
of them are led by deputy or acting administrators and four of them are awaiting a nominee for the top job. Only 
the Federal Railroad Administration has both an administrator and a deputy in place. 
 
From Politico - "Sherry Little, a partner at Cardinal Infrastructure lobbying firm and a former deputy and acting 
FTA administrator under the second Bush administration, said having deputies in place is crucial even in normal 
times. But it’s especially important now, when DOT is implementing “a piece of legislation that’s of this 
magnitude, and it’s such a signature piece of the president’s agenda," she said." 
 
Infrastructure Bill Implementation (SS4A and Corridor ID Programs) 
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) established the new Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) discretionary 
program with $5 billion in appropriated funds over the next 5 years. In fiscal year 2022 (FY22), up to $1 billion is 
available. The SS4A program funds regional, local, and Tribal initiatives through grants to prevent roadway 
deaths and serious injuries. 
 
The BIL requires the Secretary to establish a program to facilitate the development of intercity passenger rail 
corridors. The Corridor ID Program establishes a comprehensive intercity passenger rail planning framework that 
will help guide future federal project development work and capital investments. 
 
The Corridor ID Program itself will only encompass the pre-construction development of selected corridors – 
which may include planning, environmental review, preliminary engineering, and other corridor development 
activities. Selection of corridors into the Corridor ID Program by FRA will reflect the agency’s interest in the 
advancement of these corridors to implementation and operation. 

https://www.transportation.gov/SS4A
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Ridership 
According to data published in April by the FTA, transit agencies carried 53.8% as many riders in February 2022 
as they did in February 2020. Measured in vehicle-revenue miles, transit agencies were able to offer 83% of pre-
pandemic service. Although not as high as many in the industry would like, the numbers indicate a year-long 
trend (after a year of hovering around 40% between March 2020 and March 2021) of people slowly returning to 
work, school, and social life.  
   
U.S. Department of Transportation Naming Bill 
On May 6, 2022, President Biden signed S. 400 into law, which designates the headquarters 
building of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) located at 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, in 
Washington, DC, as the William T. Coleman, Jr. and Norman Y. Mineta Federal Building. Secretary Mineta passed 
on the morning of May 3, 2022. Mineta was the first Asian American Cabinet secretary and oversaw the creation 
of the Transportation Security Administration post 9/11. Secretary Coleman, passed in 2017, and was the fourth 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation and first African American to serve in the position. This outcome brings closure 
to what had been a prolonged stalemate between the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives over the 
naming designation for USDOT headquarters. 
  
Workforce Development 
House Democrats proposed expanding diversity recruitment efforts across the transportation workforce as the 
Biden administration continues to pursue outreach programs. Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) insisted the enactment of the $1 trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA) presented an ideal opportunity for job creation throughout various sectors. 
 
Ukraine and COVID Relief Funding  
House appropriators released a $39.8 billion Ukraine aid bill that directs half of its largesse to the Pentagon and 
U.S. arms makers. 
  
The aid package comes in at $6.8 billion more than the $33 billion President Joe Biden requested and would 
buttress Ukraine as the country settles in for what could be a drawn-out war with Russia. The military spending 
in it totals approximately $20 billion. 
  
Biden and Democratic leaders agreed this week to Republican demands to pass the bill without adding billions 
of dollars more that Biden wants to pay for COVID-19 vaccines, tests and therapeutics. Republicans are skeptical 
of spending more on coronavirus relief and, if Democrats bring a COVID-19 bill up, want a vote on Biden's plan 
to lift a policy that makes it easier to turn back asylum-seekers at the border because of the public health 
emergency. 
  
Supply Chain 
Despite challenges, there are signs of progress in the U.S. goods movement chain. U.S. ports — including the 
Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach collectively — imported more containers than any previous January. The 
total number of containerships waiting for berths at U.S. ports has dropped by 35% since peaking in early 
February and freight railroads’ weekly intermodal movements in March approached their highest levels of 2022. 
Goods are successfully being delivered to shelves and real retail inventories excluding autos are at their highest 
levels in history and 6% above pre-pandemic levels, the DOT said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/400
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/house-transportation-democrats-prioritize-inclusive-workforce-programs
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Alleged Price Gouging 
Exxon Mobil and Chevron said their quarterly earnings skyrocketed because of high oil prices, just one day after 
congressional Democrats said they would push legislation to increase the Federal Trade Commission's power to 
investigate allegations of price gouging. Chevron’s net income reached $6.2 billion, nearly quadruple the $1.4 
billion it posted last year. The crude oil it sold in the United States went for an average of $77 during the quarter, 
up from $48 a year earlier, it said. 
  
High fuel prices are among the domestic economic pressure points leaders in Congress and in the Biden White 
House are responding to ahead of the November midterms. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, several 
Democrats are blaming Russian President Vladimir Putin for current fuel prices. 
 

https://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory/democrats-pitch-boosting-ftc-curb-gas-price-gouging-84376358
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/congressional-leaders-eye-legislation-targeting-fuel-prices

