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Federal Update for RTC of Washoe County 
Prepared by Cardinal Infrastructure and Thompson Coburn 
July 17, 2020 Board Meeting  
 
Surface Transportation Reauthorization 
On June 17th and 18th, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held its mark-up of the Investing 
in a New Vision for the Environment and Surface Transportation (INVEST) in America Act. 
 
Chairman DeFazio opened by saying, "After holding nearly 20 Committee hearings, receiving testimony from 
dozens and dozens of witnesses and Members of Congress, and engaging with hundreds of advocates and 
transportation agencies, I am proud to bring the Committee together today to consider this transformational 
bill...This is exactly the kind of investment we need to create jobs and help our economy recover from the current 
pandemic. I hope my colleagues will join me in supporting this legislation."     
 
In Republican members’ opening remarks, including those by Ranking Member Graves, partisanship was quickly 
apparent, blaming “the speaker’s partisan agenda” for a “my way or the highway” bill that turns core programs 
into a climate program “to appease the radical environmental movement.”  The INVEST bill was developed without 
input from Republican members on the Committee which is a departure from past reauthorization efforts which 
were bipartisan in nature. 
 
The RTC led efforts with Congresswoman Titus to pass an amendment during mark-up that excludes hydrogen 
fuel cell electric buses from the procurement minimums set by the bill under the Zero Emission Bus Grant Program 
(currently known as the Low or No Emissions Vehicles Grant Program).  The provision eliminates the eligibility of 
low emission vehicles from the program but now contains this exception for hydrogen fuel cell technology. 
 
Further, an amendment passed that increases the federal share for certain Small Starts projects under the Capital 
Investment Grant (CIG) program. Under the CIG COVID-19 Emergency Relief Program in the bill, this amendment 
extends the same 30% additional federal match provisions in the bill (capped at 80%) that apply to New Starts and 
Core Capacity projects.  If enacted and depending on how FTA implements the provision, the Virginia Street 
project could be an eligible CIG project under this program.  
 
Infrastructure package and INVEST in America Act 
On July 1st, the House passed H.R. 2, the Moving Forward Act, on a largely party-line vote of 223-188, after 
adopting 162 amendments. The Moving Forward Act is a $1.5 trillion infrastructure package which includes the 
surface transportation reauthorization bill, INVEST in America Act, in addition to funding and programs for 
infrastructure related to water, broadband, renewable energy and grid security, housing, public schools, and 
health care.  
 
Of the 162 amendments adopted, notable provisions include: 
 

• Ensures that hybrid electric buses that make meaningful reductions to direct carbon emissions have a 90% 
cost share in the bus formula and bus competitive grant programs (essentially giving a 10% federal share 
bonus). 

• Requires the Secretary of Transportation to create best practices for application of the National 
Environmental Policy Act to federally funded bus shelters to assist recipients of Federal funds in receiving 
exclusions from NEPA. 

• Waives FTA's spare ratio requirements for two years from the date of enactment of the Act. 
• Requires that a study on how autonomous vehicles will impact transportation include secondary impacts 

on air quality and climate, as well as energy consumption. 
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While we do not expect H.R. 2 to pass the Republican controlled Senate, the White House did issue a statement 
of administration policy (SAP) on H.R. 2 indicating the President would veto the bill. The SAP states that H.R. 2 is 
"heavily biased against rural America...[and] appears to be entirely debt-financed." The SAP also provides that the 
bill is "full of wasteful "Green New Deal" initiatives" and does not appropriately address "unnecessary permitting 
delays." 
 
Politico is reporting that both President Trump and former Vice President Biden intend to release their respective 
infrastructure proposals the week of July 13th.  
 
Mobility on Demand and Automated Vehicles  
RTC has been working to address specific issues under the INVEST in America Act, including outreach to the Senate 
Banking Committee (which has jurisdiction over the transit title in the Senate) on Section 2203, Mobility 
Innovation, and Section 2603, Innovation Workforce Standards. 
 
Section 2203 states that certain mobility on demand (MOD) and mobility as a service (MaaS) projects are eligible 
for federal funds; however, the federal share is reduced by 10%, to 70%, from the current 80% federal share. In 
addition, it only allows an increase to the federal share to 90% if the recipient forgoes use of a contractor to 
provide the service and/or chooses to exclusively use zero-emission vehicles. 
 
Section 2603, “Innovation Workforce Standards,” prohibits the use of federal funds for autonomous transit 
vehicles and MOD projects unless the recipient submits a workforce development plan approved by Secretary of 
Transportation and the recipient certifies to the Secretary that the service does not eliminate or reduce the 
frequency of existing service. 
 
Executive Director Bill Thomas sent a letter to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Banking 
Committee discussing these provisions and how it could impact RTC FlexRIDE services. RTC also held a conference 
call with Committee staff to discuss this specific matter, as well as the Board-approved surface transportation 
reauthorization priorities.  
 
Appropriations 
The House Appropriations Committee released its Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Transportation-HUD appropriations 
measure. The bill provides $78.7 billion for surface transportation programs; in addition, the bill provides $26 
billion in emergency related funding to “strengthen and make more resilient our nation’s aging infrastructure.”  
 
Notable program funding in the bill includes: 

• $1 billion for the BUILD program, with an additional $3 billion in emergency funding to remain available 
until September 30, 2022. 

• $663 million for the Buses and Bus Facilities discretionary grant program, including language to make 
eligible projects that "increase green space surrounding a bus transportation hub structure." 

• $180 million for the Low or No Emission Vehicle Grant Program.  
• $2.175 billion for CIG projects, with an additional $5 billion in emergency funding. 
• $1 million for the Public Transportation Innovation Program, with grants for "the development of software 

to facilitate the provision of demand-response public transportation service that dispatches public 
transportation fleet vehicles through riders’ mobile devices or other advanced means." 

• $150 million for FHWA's Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects. 
 
The appropriations bill was passed out of subcommittee, and now goes to the full committee for review and mark-
up. We expect the bill to be marked-up and voted out by the full committee before July 17th, with a vote in the 
House before the end of July. The Senate has yet to begin its appropriations process.  
National Transit Database 
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Executive Director Bill Thomas sent a letter to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) advocating for the use of 
the National Transit Database’s hold harmless provision for FY 2020 and FY 2021 reporting due to the impacts to 
service from COVID-19. This would effectively use FY 2019 reporting for apportionments to be made by FTA in FY 
2022 and FY 2023 (there is a two-year lag between NTD reporting and its use in formula apportionments).  
 
On June 18, the FTA released information that provides the following for all transit systems: “For the FY 2022 
formula apportionment, FTA will automatically use either your 2019 or 2020 data, whichever is higher. For the FY 
2023 formula apportionment, FTA will automatically use either your 2019 or your 2021 data, whichever is higher.” 
While RTC will still need to submit FY 2020 and FY 2021 NTD reports, FTA will use whichever reporting is most 
favorable.  
 
Census 
On June 18th the U.S. Census Bureau issued a press release on "Ensuring an Accurate Count of College Students 
and Towns in the 2020 Census." A letter was also sent to college and university presidents.  
 
The release states, "The U.S. Census Bureau is reaching out to colleges and universities with significant off-campus 
student populations to help ensure they are counted in the right place in the 2020 Census... This information 
allows the Census Bureau to count the students where they would have been staying on April 1, 2020, even if they 
went home early due to a school closure or shift to distance learning." 
 


