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SUBJECT:  2050 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Transportation Guiding Principles 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the 2050 RTP Guiding Principles. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The development of the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan is underway. The purpose of the plan 
is to identify the long-term guiding principles and goals for the regional transportation system and 
to identify the projects, programs, and services that will be implemented through 2050. This plan 
will be based on a robust community engagement process and conducted in collaboration with 
partner agencies.  The plan will address the safety, mobility, connectivity, and traffic operations 
issues that are resulting from strong population and employment growth in the region.  Federal 
regulations require that the long range planning document be updated every four years.  The 
current RTP approval extends through May 2021.   
 
The development of the 2050 RTP initially kicked off with an outreach effort to gather public 
input on the vision for the future of the transportation system in the Truckee Meadows.  The RTC 
held a series of Agency Working Group meetings and public outreach events, including an online 
visioning survey which received responses from 381 participants.  General feedback was that the 
guiding principles from the existing 2040 RTP be carried forward to the 2050 RTP with some 
minor modification.  Staff is proposing that the guiding principles for the 2050 RTP are to 
promote: 
 

• Safe and Healthy Communities 
• Economic Vitality and Innovation 
• Sustainability 
• Travel Choices 
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The guiding principles are supported and implemented through the RTP goals, which are listed 
below: 
  

• Improve and promote safety 
• Integrate all types of transportation 
• Promote healthy communities & sustainability  
• Promote and foster equity & environmental justice  
• Integrate land use & economic development 
• Manage systems efficiently & use technology innovations to improve operations 
• Enhance regional connectivity 
• Improve freight & goods movement 
• Invest strategically 
• Engage the public and encourage community involvement 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
2050 RTP development is included in the Unified Planning Work Program. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS BY BOARD 
 
December 20, 2019 Board received report on the 2050 RTP visioning exercise 
 

November 15, 2019 Board received report regarding the 2050 RTP public and agency outreach 
process and schedule  

 

August 17, 2018 Amendment No. 1 to the 2040 RTP approved 
 

May 21, 2017 2040 RTP approved 
 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
 

The RTP is the RTC’s long-range transportation plan as required under Title 23, Part 450 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  It contains major transportation projects and programs for 
Washoe County for all modes of travel.  It functions as the major tool for implementing long-range 
transportation planning.  The RTP captures the community’s vision of the transportation system 
and identifies the projects, programs and services necessary to achieve that vision that will be 
implemented by RTC, member entities, and Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT). 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE(S) RECOMMENDATION 
 
Both the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Citizens Multimodal Advisory Committee 
(CMAC) met on June 3, 2020, and recommended approval of the proposed 2050 RTP Guiding 
Principles. A suggestion was also made by a CMAC member to consider addressing the issue of 
equity as an additional guiding principle.  It was noted that this is one of the supporting goals of 
the RTP. 
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