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E X E C U T I V E   S U M M A R Y
The City of Reno Downtown Action Plan identifies priorities for downtown improvements to guide the City of  Reno and the community at 
large for the next five to seven year investment cycle. The City will use this plan to advance community goals for Downtown. This summary 
provides a brief overview of the key plan elements and priorities.

The Planning Process identified core values that describe Reno’s aspirations for Downtown. Priority actions identified in the plan reflect 
these core values. 

jobs, innovation, new investment, 
economic linkages to UNR

walking, biking, and transit 
options to UNR, Truckee River, 
close in neighborhoods and 
other destinations

new housing, rehabilitate/
redevelop blighted and/or historic 

buildings, neighborhood serving 
retail and amenities

welcoming, improve quality of 
experience, fundamental to achieving 
all other goals

active, mixed use, inviting 
for everybody
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SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC FINDINGS
Housing demand within central Reno is growing, 
however the Downtown Study Area has yet to 
capture this demand.

Demographic compositions within the Study 
Area and Influence Area are moving in diverging 
directions, which is an indication of the differences 
in market conditions in and outside of the Study 
Area.

The housing market in Reno has rebounded 
from the economic recession increasing demand 
for new housing, especially multifamily rental 
housing.

In the Influence Area, demand for retail is strong 
further driving growth from food and beverage 
establishments.

Office demand in Downtown is low and there has 
been little new office development in the past 
decade.

Visitation patterns in Reno are shifting as 
visitation to Reno grows while gaming revenues 
continue to decline.

KEY MARKET OPPORTUNITIES 
 » Housing as a transformative element.

 » The University of Nevada Reno as a major 
economic driver of both new housing and 
employment demand.

 » Diversifying the tourism draw
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B A C K G R O U N D
PROJECT INITIATION & PURPOSE

Downtown Reno is the center of the Truckee Meadows region and has traditionally reflected the area’s economic prosperity. Reno was 
founded to serve growing trade related to mining and agricultural activities in the region. The legalization of gambling in Nevada in 
the 1930’s shifted the economy of Reno as it became a destination for hotels and casino gaming. The downtown area grew up around 
the gaming activities, with several casinos in Downtown, but also served as a commercial center for the region and included residential 
areas. The character of Downtown Reno shifted in the 1970’s as large casinos, covering several city blocks, were built in the core and the 
construction of I-80 split the core from the University of Nevada Reno (UNR) campus to the north. Since then, the economic prosperity 
of Downtown has been largely dependent on the strength of the casinos in the core and their ability to drive visitation. The surrounding 
uses mostly became smaller hotels/motels and tourism related retail needed to support the tourism/gaming activities. The introduction of 
gaming on Indian reservations in the late 1990’s and national declines in gaming revenues began to impact the Downtown Reno casinos 
and the rest of the downtown area. Downtown Reno is no longer a reflection of the surrounding community, as the region has rebounded 
from the national economic recession in 2008 and 2009.  

The City of Reno has implemented several programs and made large investments in the downtown area over the past 20 years to address 
the conditions in the city’s core. These investments include streetscape improvements, special events, special assessment districts for 
police and other services, and burying the railroad right-of-way Downtown to eliminate dangerous at grade crossings. These investments 
coupled with improvements to the Truckee River, creation of cultural amenities including museums and art galleries, and the Reno Aces 
Ballpark, drove reinvestment in the urban core prior to the economic recession. However, the Great Recession had a major impact on 
Reno and the region, further affecting gaming revenues as well as non-gaming driven tourism. Even as the region has begun to rebound, 
investment in the urban core has been sluggish.

The deteriorating conditions of Downtown has prompted the City of Reno to better understand the current market opportunities in 
Downtown as part of the larger Downtown Reno Action Plan effort aimed at addressing the decline of the downtown area. The market 
assessment report in the appendix of this document presents detailed information on the demand and feasibility of real estate market 
activity in Downtown in order to identify opportunities and barriers related to development that need to be addressed in the action plan 
strategies.
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THIS ACTION PLAN ADDRESSES:

• Connectivity throughout Downtown to UNR and the Truckee River

• Pedestrian friendliness of Downtown

• Creating a clean, safe, and vibrant Downtown

• The excess of weekly motels with substandard living conditions as well as blighted 
properties

• Homeless and transient population

• Downtown property values

PROCESS

Progressive Urban Management Associates (P.U.M.A.) and the City of Reno staff worked collaboratively to chart and complete an 
action plan process with the following major components:

Review Prior Plans

P.U.M.A. reviewed all prior and evolving planning efforts that were made available to ensure that this process would compliment such 
efforts. A brief summary 0f the plans and planning projects is included on the following pages.

Market Assessment

P.U.M.A.’s sub-consultant, Economic and Planning Systems (EPS), conducted a far-reaching market assessment with a wide range of 
data inputs. Conditions and trends in Reno were compared to P.U.M.A.’s global trends research. Key findings of the market assessment 
determined the direction and order-of-magnitude opportunity, as well as niche opportunities, within various market sectors. A 
summary of the market assessment is included in this plan starting on page 19. The full document is located in the appendix.
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CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK B: TRANSIT
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• Bike lanes on 4th Street from Keystone Avenue beyond Wells Avenue to Sparks where 4th Street turns into Prater Way.

• Bike lanes on 5th Street from Keystone Avenue to Evans Avenue.

• Bike lanes on Liberty Street from Arlington to Holcomb Avenue.

Additional recommendations not in the RTC plans include:

• A new bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Truckee River at Ralston south of 1st to connect to Barbara Bennett Park.

• Extend the Evans Street connection across the Truckee River with a new bicycle/pedestrian bridge that connects to the National 
Automobile Museum and to the Holcomb Avenue Bike Lanes via Mill Street.

• Improve the Arlington pedestrian bridge over I-80 to include bicycle ramps on both sides to connect to University Terrace which will 
create a great connection for UNR students to Downtown.

• The Truckee River bike trail should continue to be enhanced in conjunction with efforts underway in creating the Tahoe Pyramid 
bikeway. This will not only be a major regional and national draw for cyclists, it will contribute to the regional bicycle commuter system.

Arlington pedestrian bridge over I-80 Connect to Barbara Bennett Park. Existing Truckee River bikeway.
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Transit Recommendations

Below and illustrated on page 49 are the primary transit 
recommendations:

• RTC is proposing a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) expansion from the 
existing downtown transit center north to UNR. The City should 
continue to work with RTC on the possibility of running this line up 
and down Virgina Street (or alternatively on Center Street due to 
major events that close Virginia). The “time penalty” for the transfer 
at the RTC station is a major deterrent for users to and from UNR to 
Downtown, Midtown, and South Virginia Street.

• Expand/reroute transit lines to capture more of the existing 
residential core of Downtown in the area bounded by 4th Street and 
Center Streets, and Arlington and California Avenues.

Parking Recommendations
Through this process, parking was discussed frequently and was described by many as a management 
issue rather than a supply issue. There is ample underutilized parking throughout Downtown, 
particularly in some of the hotel-casino parking structures, which should be better managed.

• Parking management should be significantly improved to better utilize existing public and private 
parking structures and surface parking lots for employees, residents, and visitors.

• Wayfinding signage to and from parking lots and structures should be provided throughout 
Downtown.

Existing Reno BRT stop. Routes will be expanded north to UNR.

Creative Parking in Missoula, MT.

Parking wayfinding signage in Denver, CO.
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jobs, innovation, new 
investment, economic 

linkages to UNR

walking, biking, and 
transit options to UNR, 
Truckee River, close in 

neighborhoods and other 
destinations

new housing, rehabilitate/
redevelop blighted and/

or historic buildings, 
neighborhood serving retail 

and amenities

welcoming, improve quality 
of experience, fundamental 
to achieving all other goals

active, mixed use, inviting 
for everybody

CORE VALUES:  
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