RT C REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Public Transportation - Streets and Highways - Planning

February 17, 2012 AGENDA ITEM 54

TO: Regional Transportation Commission

FROM: Jeffrey D. Hale, P.E. W
Engineering Director Lee G. (i <Igﬁ}AICP
xecutive Lifector

SUBJECT: Update on the Pyramid Highway/US 395 Connection EIS Study Public
Outreach Program

RECOMMENDATION

Acknowledge receipt of the Pyramid Highway/US 395 Connection EIS Public Outreach Program
report and provide direction as appropriate.

SUMMARY

The RTC is committed to providing the citizens of Washoe County opportunities to learn and
provide input for the projects it administers on their behalf, as directed by the Board. This EIS
Study is being conducted in partnership with the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT)
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The purpose and goal of the agency’s public outreach efforts for all projects and programs is to
provide the RTC an opportunity to share with the public proposed and programmed projects which
have been identified to meet the transportation needs of the region. More importantly, these
activities provide RTC staff the opportunity to listen to the public’s concerns, ideas and
suggestions for these projects. RTC staff will then address concerns, look at and implement ideas
and suggestions if feasible, or explains why they may not be feasible.

The RTC began the public outreach for the EIS Study in April 2008. To date, forty-seven
meetings/presentations have been accomplished through community meetings and one-on-one
outreach to various citizen groups, businesses, individuals, advisory committees, elected
representatives and public bodies (refer to Attachment A). This includes five community-wide
public meetings, as well as eleven separate meetings/presentations between the Washoe County
North Valleys/Spanish Springs/Sun Valley Citizen Advisory Boards and the Sun Valley General
Improvement District Board. In an effort to engage all citizens throughout the EIS Study limits,
and comply with the Environmental Justice principles as required by Federal Executive Order, the
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RTC utilizes Spanish-speaking translators and translated materials at the community-wide
meetings it holds as a method to reach minority populations. The EIS Study team has also reached
out to Hispanic small businesses within the Sun Valley community. It should also be stated that
another public outreach component used includes media releases, interviews and on-air public
affairs programs which aid in the dissemination of information to the general public.

In continuation of the EIS Study public outreach, the RTC will hold a community meeting for the
residents of Sun Valley, and open_to the public, on Tuesday, January 31, 2012. RTC staff and the
project team, including NDOT and FHWA representatives, will be available to discuss the
alternatives, answer questions and receive public input. Additionally, a presentation during this
meeting will occur that will include general information pertaining to property acquisition and
relocation services associated with federally funded public transportation projects. Additional
community meetings, as well as ongoing meetings with invested stakeholders will continue as
needed and warranted. These activities as a whole follow the strategies established in the Public
Involvement Plan prepared specifically for this study.

RTC staff welcomes and appreciates additional ideas and suggestions the Board may offer to
enhance the public outreach for the EIS Study.

FISCAL IMPACT

All items mentioned in this report have been budgeted for in previous and current fiscal years, and
there is no additional cost in connection with this agenda item.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
March 18, 2011 Acknowledged receipt of a report on the status of the project

May 15, 2009 Acknowledged receipt of a report on the status of the project

ADVISORY COMMITTEE(S) RECOMMENDATION

There are no advisory committee recommendations pertaining to this report.

Attachment
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